VANISHING ACT

A modern extension tacked on to a period cottage could have stuck out like a sore
thurmb, but a clever trick or two have created a little piece of magic in Clackmannanshire

Textby Emmaleask Photooraphy by Keith Hunter
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When they returned from a 2o-year sinworking

araund the globe, Gordon and Allisen Smith realised their

eraditional semi-detached cottage would no longer be bigencugh,
Their farmily had expanded e inclode a brocd of thiree children,
and an extension o the howse was argently required. Watson
Baarmenn Archatects had expanded the tiry waooden add -on kichen
nime years previonsly — and, asthe couple had been deliphied wath
thie result, the architecture frm was their first pert of il

"W hadn lived in the howse since 15985, says Allison, "k
when we got back we realised we needed a lot more space, as well
asanaren forentertaming. Tl il of the extensaon was o creane
an #xira hedroeam, more living space and a dining room.”

The cotlage, which dates trom 1860 and once belonged 1o

ARCHITECTURE

Crordon's aunt, sits andd the Chwkimanmamsline hills i almos
tatal seclusian. [ is bailt aver tee levels and is surrounded by a
sloping garden. “We had a very koose briel to start with,” savs
peciect architect Allan Corfield, “The Smiths sea was 10 kneck
dowm aderelict coal roem and extend the existing coftape out the
sicle, Bt becawse of the ground levels, o just sasn going te be
prossibide to baild a traditionad exsension. After a site visin, we quickhy
realised the orginal idea didn’t make use af all the natural
dapdipht and beantiful landscape thar surrounds the howse, Nor
was there any real link to the ganden, which was semething the
couple wanted 1o utilse,

“Wery early on we saw we conld do something special here. The

cottage sits quile high up and proud over the grden, sowe came »
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The Watson Bumett designers collabomted on the praject,
bt crawangs, 30 el sand somgde boands te dhe sie 1o aid
thie desipn process. One of thess early imapes was exhibited in the
Royal Scottish Acadeny 2006 Architecture Exhibition and &
.|||| Al |.||'||Ii| I|| ||-r|u- |i|||-||m.| ||| ol — o l\.'il_:h,'u..l' | r|||' Ll i'. r
contral the couple entrusied ihem with

W tald Allan caoly whan we samted roomewise” confims
Adlison “We wanted an en-suite master hedroom, a dining room
and a big entertainment area Gordon wanted a dining reom: that
'.|.||||||_1 hl'.lhll' [ELE: 8 I'II|I|I-\.H_:|_:I||.' g |-\.||_||||_:| il |||' for 12 |'-|_"-\.I|,I|I' in’s
meare sociahle. Weakowanted the cutside and inside ende aining
ara T Bbend togetlver se Ot ol wie had a barleaie peogle could
flovw im aned o ol thee hiouse easily.

“¥When Allan and the team came back with this design we just
I ||I|.-|_'\.|.|1 il. I ||4c..1_|.lr...||_|| |'\-1|‘||_'| .||||_=| '.|.|'||'.||l-\.|'\l|lr|_'|'. .||||.|.'|'\-J W
were initially shocked and thaught, gosh. me Then we locked ai
il aaganim s thauaghe, actmslly, i leoks lovely and it does Blend in
with the connryside. 5o we decided 1o go abead wah in”

[he proposal meant the house wouald look Like a traditional
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thie back taking lull advantage of the spectaonlar scenery. Clack:
nsviiamsiare o i appreved the plans sraghin away st
conditions and there were nio --l|:'il"-- 1HENS

Thie striking contemperary exterior with ils smocth ourves
sprds A stark conrasn to e teaditionsa] snome <ol 1T, "W Ciong-
trasted the architecture buf iried 1o tie it back inwith materials
thaat msatched the excisting buibding,” svys Allan."We nsed reclinmed
Scoitish stene from a lecal steading that had heen demolished,
untrented lanch rom a sustaimably managed source.a sedum roeod
.|||-_| A "-\.||-||.|ill.||'||' L |‘||I.. |i||||' |l_'|h|-|'l I||_=|I J-\.II"‘-\.II.l I|I_'I_'H.| 1 b
treated for 25 vears, When it came to the oof the one thing we
it want wasa bag exgmaimse of zin — sedium grves the feel ofwlan
wis there previonsy, which helps the side and the landscape”

What is particulardy clever s how the exctension told s wnabiru
'H.hl'l:.'illl:lllll'l'li": l||||_1!-..||l|'.|-\.1'| thres hveds, |:.?|..I-\.||i|||_l TTECUR TN =1L
retaining walls and curves, Allan says, was “a real challenpe” for
thie project e and bailder, MacGregor Building Services.
Inside, the smoath curves are echaed in hespoke handerafied

twrmiture and fixtures.
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“WE WERE SHOCKED BY THE
PLAN, THEM WE LOOKED AT
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Travertine tling and lods of glass male theextension

e ligaL ] bl Thes chinine; srvct-crafied
U hee Beft s o enner the extension wa W [where the original o s and walrat fabows baft);the firal buikding
utility pooum was |, then Eoor sbeps down it opens out inte a Llight scarcely deviated from the initial plans [above]
filled msezzanie space with seating amd a curved glass alusinade
cverloaking the open-plan dining and living spaces below

A passageway to thie bedt beads toan en-suite master bedroom.
|.|‘||_' il ill' I||I|'\..| -\.\.I.l'\-\.'\-\.l. |||i ||i ) wl i-l |_1.1 L3 -.-.-irI. lj\.l'_ll}ln. .l\.'.l_| |-|| ing
basins, sleck Diprnbracht mixer taps, awall-hung WG, wei-room
shiwer i stylesh sonbkoen bah witls revessed LED lighrwells [0
Allison's sanctuary. Mext daor the master bed rosm contines the
minimalist theme, with the conple’s belongings hidden behind a
L .|||-.|r'1| |'\-'\-\I-|_'.|J_'Lh'\1 I||||| |||i|'|-\.|r|_'.| wand i I|||_'-| |I'-|.| Jni -||_ r| sl alloaws
the drama of the landscape to dake centre stape — maximised hy
cormer flocr-to-ceiling windiss and echoed 1 e paint hoes
imspined by the heather-clad hills. Ouside is a decked terrace with
a hat tub.

Beack i nhwe et [T the exte msiomn, five sl lead dovwim 1o
the circulardining area housing a hand-crafted circular cak and
wiitl ot dimimgg tabile sich vwe semi-caroubar rows of bespoke ligh
installations abowve, This steps down again into the living area

where speciadly designed carved plass doors slide inlo a recess »
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Altogeiher, the house now has twe living areas, a dining room, lve
Bl rocnms aned four batlroome. ™1 was matially woreed et the modern
archirecrre waoulkd take avwary from it being a country cottage, bag 1don’t think
i has" syys Allison "1 think it has got the best of both worlds ness wah ulira
I hII_II_'| A & welll a4z 1 I Tt il"-|l.|| ER e .

Although Allisan originally imended the new extension to be a blisshally
Cluttier-Free it sgrace with o tedevisaon, Allan perasaded the cophe o check
ol the high-tech sound sysems at Edinburghs Home Entertainment
“When v savwhat they offered it just made sense,” she admits. “[ imagimed
r|u_'|-|_' '.l.'l'\-||||| |||_' WS ."Ilj -\.\..lllll."-\. ..'L'\..'l'!.'l\.l\."u_'|-|_'_ |||_|I g I|||' '\-\.|H'.Il\:l'r'\-\. Eld
recessed imto the ceiling - it's not ohtmsve s all. Gordon Llikes the surroand
sonaned For rug by marches — vou feel as i you"re an the game, For e, 0% mon:
about listening e music in the kagh”

Anatherchallenge was Imding specialist contractors and sappliers willing
[ {1 |H_|-J‘| I |‘|| ||-|| 'J_'il I|| |-|:-|I|||_|.|| el (] |||:||q,..'r|n_' |:-|'-«.|_|| -kl_'-\,,|ll"\.'\-|_'.| :;Lh-\. ﬂl'\-\.l =

normally ondy found imcommercial buildings. Unlortanately, the original
curtai vl comtrscior cmespecteddy tunmsed doven the jol an tee Last onamine,
ressilting in a delay of six months finding a replacement. However, the
Smiths stuck with the arginal design and toak it on the chin, " We sweren
Jul i g 1o A, il the sh || i B ||.|'|'\'..'|| ny worth of tae” RAVA Adlisan “We wanted
o make swre il vas going bo tarm out the way we d imended i And we're really
by with "

Thee enad result & a product not only of atalented team's collabaraian b
the willingness ol these extremely laid-back clients to put theirtrust in their
Ari ||ir-|_x1'~\. .||||_1 "'r|_'|.'||l|.'|l|l'il_"'\.\.'| I||||'\-|I:;|| L |I||||I_|I LEl |||||-|||i'-.'

“ e wars tantastic to be able 1o do this propect — we're very prood of ©f, siys
Al " Tlee Simnichs weere a oy o work swatl amd sae'ne glad they ey the house
It wias great v work with people who were so keen and enthosiastic abou
madermn archilecture" w
Wotson Burne if Architects, 0131 558 55405, wwwt watsornbirmnehtcom
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Thee e shei bl rvani 5 light, 2y
ared chutter-free thanks ta Aooe-
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frosted-gl o che
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